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State President’s Report

WAB membership

2023/24 | 2022/23 | 2021/22 | 2020/21 | 2019/20 | 2018/19 | 2017/18

Regions 4 4 4 4 4 4 4
Branches 9 10 10 11 11 15 15
Members 136 136 133 168 176 198 213
Associate members 2 2 5 6 5 11 14
Supporters 1 1 3 3 3 4 4
Sponsors 1 1 1 1 2

Management Team 5 5 5 5 5 5 5

The Kalangadoo branch closed on 16 April 2024 as it was no longer sustainable with only three
members remaining. The branch did close on a high with the very successful celebration of
their 100" birthday held on 9 August 2023.

Theme, Country of Study and Project

Theme: Rural Women Together

Country of Study: Iceland

Project: Foodbank

An amount of $3728 was raised for the 2023-2024 project Foodbank. Branches are thanked
for all their efforts in raising this large amount of money for this important cause.

Branch $ Branch $ Branch $
Charlton 1280 Lochaber 250 Paringa 150
Coonalpyn 500 Online 30 Wirrega 250
Cunliffe 700 Padthaway 200 Yurgo 368
TOTAL $3728

Regional Conferences

The Limestone Coast region held a very successful regional conference on 2 May 2024 in
Naracoorte hosted by the Padthaway branch. There was a good range of speakers and good
attendance by WAB members and guests. Guest speakers spoke on the WAB country of study
Iceland, ACWW, running a rural veterinary service, and being a young rural woman. A 5 year
award was presented to Chloe Williams and a 50 year award was presented to Beth Gale,
both of the Padthaway branch and a 10 year award was presented to Sue Angel of Lochaber
branch.

The Mallee region held its regional conference on 11 May 2024 in Karoonda hosted by the
Yurgo branch. The Karoonda East Murray Council Mayor opened the conference and guest
speakers spoke on the WAB theme Rural Women Together, school based farm
apprenticeships at the Karoonda Agricultural School, and the RAA perspective on older
drivers. There was a good attendance by WAB members and guests. | attended and presented
a life membership award to Joy Twartz of the Coonalpyn branch.



The Cunliffe branch held its Annual General Meeting on 26 June 2024 in Kadina. | presented
a 30 year award to Kathryn Fuss, 40 year award to Helen Colliver and 60 year awards to Elaine
Bussenschutt and Kaye Fuss. | am always impressed by the commitment and support to WAB
shown by our long term members.

Sponsorship and Supporters

We thank Honan Insurance Brokers for their continuing sponsorship in 2023/2024. This
support is very much appreciated. We also thank long term supporter Angela Wilsmore of
Good Country Physio.

WAB Administration

The Management Team decided to reinstate the position of Administration Officer in
2023/2024 to reduce the workload of the State President. The Administration Officer Narelle
Brooksby has undertaken administrative and secretarial duties in this voluntary role for the
past year and | want to acknowledge all the work that Narelle has done for our organisation.

WAB Management Team

| wish to thank Nadene Jericho, State Treasurer and Regional Co-ordinators Narelle Brooksby,
Yvonne Correll and Heather Everingham for their continued work on the Management Team.
Their commitment to keep WAB running is acknowledged and their support provided to me is
greatly appreciated. | would also like to thank Fiona Armstrong for her time and contribution as
the previous Mallee Regional Co-ordinator.

WAB Portfolio Holders

Portfolio Holders Joyce Chapman, International Officer and WAB Delegate to NCWSA, Sally
Grundy, Social Media Manager and Lee Russell, WAB News Editor are continuing in their
respective roles for 2024/2025. | acknowledge and thank you for all the work you do to keep
our organisation relevant, represented and connected.

WAB Website

Jane Smith has provided me with training to manage our website. | thank Jane for her work in
establishing and building this important asset for our organisation. There is a lot of relevant
information stored on the website and it should be your first reference point for up to date
versions of forms for branches and members.

2023 State Conference

The Kalangadoo Branch held an enjoyable and memorable celebration of their 100™ birthday
on 9 August 2023. It was such a pleasure to be there and we were all impressed by how such
a small group of members could host such a full and fun day. It was lovely to see previous
branch members and family of previous members attend and be acknowledged at this special
event.

The 2023 State Conference was held in Kalangadoo on 10 August 2023. This included
presentations from Dementia Australia and WAB supporter Good Country Physio, the Annual
General Meeting, and a visit to the Kalangadoo Railway Museum.

Our amazing Past President Narelle Brooksby put together two YouTube videos with highlights
of these two days to allow all members to be involved in these events.



Get Online event

We held our Get Online Week event ‘Beyond Nutrition — Health is Wealth’ on 16 October 2023
presented by Megan Watt, Accredited Practicing Dietitian in Mt Gambier. Megan’s presentation
was a good reminder of the importance of healthy eating. | particularly enjoyed the cooking
demonstration to prepare some base elements that can be used to make different quick meals.

It was decided not to hold an event during Get Online Week in October 2024 and focus instead
on the one day ‘Be Re-Connected’ refresher training workshops that Narelle and | hope to
present to all branches that are interested in 2024/2025.

WAB Awards
Award Member Branch
5 years Chloe Williams Padthaway
10 years Sue Angel Lochaber
Life (20 years) Joy Twartz Coonalpyn
30 years Kathryn Fuss Cunliffe
40 years Helen Colliver Cunliffe
Betty Beare Cunliffe
50 years
y Beth Gale Padthaway
Kaye Fuss Cunliffe
60 years Elaine Bussenschutt Cunliffe
In closing

| was honoured to become the State President at the 2023 AGM. | have learnt a lot in my first
year and | thank the Past President Narelle Brooksby for helping me to navigate this role. It is
challenging in these times to keep organisations such as ours running so | want to
acknowledge all the work done by our many members who work very hard to keep WAB going.
| am pleased and reassured when | see our branches continuing to run successful events and
our members enjoying friendship and supporting each other.

All the best to our members and branches for 2024/2025.

Sandra Wischki, State President

Treasurer’s Report

Thanks to all branches for their efforts in raising funds for Foodbank. Several branches also
donated goods/cash to the local outlets when they visited. Foodbank have been very
supportive, and their speakers have given us a lot of insight into this very necessary service.

Our Term Deposit has once again been re-deposited with interest on 6 July 2024 with a
balance of $21270.24 re-invested at 4.3% for 12 months.

Branch memberships are now due and have been coming into the account in July — Thanks.
Wishing everyone a successful 2024/25.

Nadene Jericho, WAB Treasurer



WOMEN IN AGRICULTURE AND BUSINESS OF SAINC

REPORT OF WAB FINANCIALS for the Year 01/07/2023 - 30/06/2024

Opening Balance as at 1 July 2023
RECEIPTS

Membership Levy

Badges

Associate Members
Supporters

Conference 2023 Registrations
Sponsor/Grant

Project 2022-2023- Dementia Aust
Project 2023-2024 - Foodbank
Bank

Internal Transfers

Sundries

Miscellaneous

TOTAL RECEIPTS

PAYMENTS

State Gathering 2023

State Gathering 2024
Management Expenses

Get Online Grant Expenses
Website

Project 2021-2022- Glaucoma Aust
Badges

Postage, Printing & Stationary
Archives

Internal Transfer

Affiliation Fees

Insurance

Admin Expenses
Miscellaneous

TOTAL PAYMENTS

Closing balance as at 30 June 2023 ‘

TERM DEPOSIT

Opening Balance as at 1/07/2023
Interest added 6/07/2023

Closing balance as at 30/06/2024

NET BALANCE of all funds

$

6,313.82

5,065.00
28.00
850.00
1,560.00
1,000.00
2,150.00

69.60
50.00
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10,772.60

2,297.90
2,000.00
4,000.00
1,000.00
748.00
2,900.00
72.00

269.48
210.00
1,104.82
449.84
343.00
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15,395.04

1,691.38
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20,450.00

22,141.38




WAB News

Thank you to all the members, particularly branch secretaries, who support the newsletter by
sending their contributions. A special thank you to those who have sent ideas for future
editions and those who have made comments — this is always appreciated.

Lee Russell, WAB News Editor

WAB Social Media Report

Thank you to all WAB branches that have been regularly providing me with photographs and
small write-ups of meetings and events held throughout the year. These stories provide us with
a descriptive and colourful update on your activities. Keep them coming!

We currently have 305 “Followers” which is 23 more than the same time last year. Interestingly,
82 are from Adelaide, 14 from Naracoorte and 11 from Port Lincoln and the balance from other
areas.

An exciting statistic is that our Facebook visits to the WAB page increased by 95.2% during
the past year.

Our most popular post for the year was Padthaway Branch’s Get Crafty for Easter! They
welcomed guest speaker Kristen Davie who introduced them to the silhouette or Cricut (digital
die cutter) machine. Each participant created their own Easter shadow box with LED lights
followed by a branch meeting.

Our reach can be increased exponentially if you ‘Share' our posts to your pages.

Please forward your branch activities with a description of approximately 100 words and photos
with captions to me (sallylgrundy@gmail.com) to be uploaded to our Facebook page. It is
lovely to see the variety of activities undertaken by branches throughout the state. This will
assist with our community engagement and spread the word about our wonderful organisation.

Please ‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ our page and share our news with others via the ‘Share' button.

Sally Grundy, Manager Social Media
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WAB Delegate to NCWSA

| continue to really enjoy my involvement with the National Council of Women SA (NCWSA)
and thank you for the opportunity to represent WAB in this capacity.

At the moment we are reviewing the papers released from the Royal Commission into
Domestic, Family and Sexual Violence led by Natasha Stott Despoja AO. If you wish to look
at these papers you can find details at https://www.royalcommissiondfsv.sa.gov.au/ and/or if
you would like to make a comment you can do so direct to ncwsa@ncwsa.org.au or you can
send it to me at joycechapman5641@agmail.com and | will be happy to pass it on. Your
thoughts and opinions are greatly valued and it is an opportunity for rural women to have voice.

NCWSA held a survey to find out the areas that matter most to each one of us and to then give
direction for advocacy priorities. NCWSA is quick to respond to current issues but also want to
be sure that opportunities are not missed. | encouraged WAB members to participate as | felt
it was very important that we ‘country people’ speak up about the priorities of our own regions.

All member organisations were invited to create an A3 poster reflecting their work. The posters
were displayed at the NCWSA monthly meeting on 9 May 2024 honouring the work we do and
celebrating the history of each. Narelle Brooksby very kindly made the WAB poster and | can’t
thank her enough for her time and expertise. Dr Louise Bird spoke at the meeting and gave a
great history of the Pioneer Women’s Memorial Garden which was most interesting. There is
a Facebook page where you can get all the information on this beautiful garden that has
honoured women for a long time.

Our guest speaker at the July 2024 meeting was Melanie Tate, founder of Puddle Jumpers
and recent winner of an international award at the Women Changing the World Awards in
London. Melanie is a classic example of someone who ‘had an idea’ and it has magnified into
changing the lives of many children. She encouraged us to have confidence in our ‘ideas’! You
can read Melanie’s story at https://www.puddlejumpers.org.au.
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Feel free to contact me on any issues related to women and children that you would like
NCWSA to advocate for.

Joyce Chapman, Delegate to NCWSA

WAB International Officer

The highlight of this last period was the opportunity to speak at the Regional South East
Gathering, hosted by Padthaway WAB. My topic was ‘Current happenings in Associated
Women of the World (ACWW)’ and also to share the stories of our trip to the World Conference
in Kuala Lumpur in May 2023.

Perhaps the biggest news is that ACWW has launched a podcast entitled Leadership for
Equality, the podcast is in collaboration with UNESCO — two episodes have already been
recorded and are available from your usual provider or you can find access on the UNESCO
website. ACWW would like us to ‘subscribe’ and also would welcome any feedback, thoughts,
suggestions etc. that you might have. You can email direct or | can pass them on.

Head Office are currently selecting projects, combing through many applications and trying to
choose where we can have the most impact — this is where our money goes so can | encourage
you to hold an event/street stall or whatever to raise funds for this very worthwhile cause. It is
felt that the projects go hand-in-hand with advocacy which is where the idea of the podcast
was born.

Keep an eye on the ACWW website www.acww.org.uk and that will help you to stay in touch.

Joyce Chapman, International Officer

Women in Agriculture & Business

International Account

Financial Report 2023/2024

Opening Balance $285.07

Income Subs 600.00
Rural Women in Action 839.00

$1,439.00 $1,724.07

Expenditure
Money to Head 1,573.66
Office
Bank Fees 2411

TOTAL 1597.77

Income $1,724.07
Less Expenditure $1,597.77
Closing Bank Balance 126.30
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http://www.acww.org.uk/

Sandra Wischki
State President and Eyre
Peninsula/Online Co-ordinator

P
Re/

Narelle Brooksby
Administration Officer and
Limestone Coast Co-
ordinator

Nadene Jericho
State Treasurer

Yvonne Correll
Historian and
Central Region Co-ordinator

Heather Everingham
Mallee Region Co-Ordinator

Management
Team
2023/2024

Joyce Chapman
International Officer and
WAB Delegate to NCWSA

Sally Grundy
Social Media Manager

A

Lee Russell
WAB News Editor

Portfolio Holders
2023/2024

Scan this QR code by pointing the camera of a smart phone,
you will be automatically redirected to the WAB Website
www.wabsa.com.au

facebook.com/WABSAInc
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