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We were welcomed to the conference by Mandy Brown, Peramangk Elder, with a welcome to country. State 

President Sandra Young introduced the theme of: Their Triumph – Our Motivation; and acknowledged our major 

sponsors, Office for Women (for the grant for the day to remember 125 years of Women’s Suffrage) and Bank SA, 

our Gold sponsor. 

Ann Ferguson, Mayor of Mount Barker District Council, officially opened the conference and welcomed us to the 

Adelaide Hills region. 

Isobel Redmond, the first speaker, gave a history of when and how women received voting rights in Australia. She 

spoke about Dame Edith Cowan, the first female State Parliament member in 1921 in Western Australia. She then 

gave the story of Enid Lyons who was a teacher when she married the Tasmanian Minister for Education, Jo Lyons, 

later to become Prime Minister.  Enid became the first female Federal member in 1943, several years after Jo had 

died in office. Both women were inspirational in their time.   Isobel also spoke about her life and political career 

and how she chose to live in the beautiful Adelaide Hills. 

Wendy Chapman then spoke about her time as the first woman to be elected as Lord Mayor of the City of Adelaide.  

She named many SA notable women and spoke about some of them and gave us her life story and how a parking 

ticket, while shopping with four children, inspired her to stand for local council.  She had many interesting 

anecdotes about how, in her role, she met many visiting dignitaries from all over the world.  

Pat Mitchell then spoke about a play she wrote 25 years ago for the 100-year celebration of women’s suffrage 

called ‘Honourable Prophets”. Interestingly, men and women were equally divided as to whether women should 

have the right to vote.  The Book ‘In Her Own Name’ by Helen Jones is recommended reading about women in 

South Australian history.  Since writing the play, women’s roles have changed, and controversial issues still arise. 

Mandy Brown spoke about aboriginal voting rights and how Aboriginal people were not born as Australian citizens.  

A past WAB member when she lived at Darke Peak, Mandy was a telephonist on a country exchange, married to a 

farmer; and later became the mentor of aboriginal trainees who worked for Adelaide City Council. She was also the 

Indigenous Arts and Cultural Engagement Officer.  She supports the Reconciliation Plan and works with the 

homeless and believes we all need to do more to support those in need, together with public institutions; 

governments and local governments. 

Ann Ferguson spoke about the early women of Hahndorf who walked each week to Adelaide with produce and 

brought back building bricks.  She called for us all to continue as mentors of young women to encourage and help 

them.  Born on Kangaroo Island, she spoke of how rural women are accepting of and make the most of, what they 

have.  We must continue to build self esteem and self-worth in women and try not to be judgmental, as we don’t 

know the full story behind how people got where they are. 

Rebekha Sharkie is the first woman to represent the Federal seat of Mayo. She has words of wisdom from past MP 

Cathy McGowan – “don’t get mad, get elected”.  She told us the story of her life and about some of the women 

who have influenced her career. One of the frustrating things of her new role has been when people assume that 

her children will not cope with her being away at times in Canberra.  She feels she doesn’t have to apologize for her 

new role, and left us with the question – Can we remove the power imbalance in governance? 

We presented MS representatives with a cheque for $4350, had a short presentation from International Officer 

Helen Colliver about Associated Country Women of the World (ACWW) followed by Roll Call and WAB song.  

Click on the logos below for videos and photos of some of the speakers on the Website and Facebook pages.  
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